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question whether an heroic poem may end unhappily, and
concludes that * Paradise Lost* is defective as an heroic
poem in so ending. ( Milton's fable was deficient in this
particular. It is here, therefore, that the poet has shewn a
most exquisite judgment, as well as the finest invention, by
finding out a method to supply this natural defect in his
subject. Accordingly he leaves the adversary of mankind,
in the last view which he gives us of him, under the lowest
state of mortification and disappointment . . . On the con-
trary, our two first parents are comforted by dreams and
visions, cheered with promises of salvation, and in a manner
raised to a greater happiness than that which they had
forfeited; in short, Satan is represented miserable in the
height of his triumphs, and Adam triumphant in the height
of his misery/ (Spectator, No. 369.) Besides questioning
whether (Paradise Lost' was an heroic poem, Dry den had
argued that the devil was the hero and not Adam (Preface
to Virgil, Works, ed. 1808, xiv. 142). Addison replies by
saying thatc" Paradise Lost" is an epic or a narrative poem,
and he that looks for an hero in it searches for that which
Milton never intended; but if he will needs fix the name of
an hero upon any person in it, 'tis certainly the Messiah who
is the hero, both in the principal action and in the chief
episodes/ (Sixth paper, Spectator, No. 297.) Landor, in
his criticisms on Milton, observes, (There is neither truth
nor within saying that Satan is the hero of the piece, unless,
as is usually the case in human life, he is the greatest hero
who gives the widest sway to the worst passions. It is
Adam who acts and suffers most, and on whom the con-
sequences have most influence. This constitutes him the
main character; although Eve is the more interesting, Satan
the more energetic, and on whom the greater force of poetry
is displayed. The Creator and his angels are quite
secondary.' (Landor's Works, ed. 1874, iv. 434.)
1. 32. Compare Addison's third paper, Spectator, No. 279,
P. 69,1. II. Paradise Lost, v. 805-907; viii. 65-215.
1. 25. Algarotti terms itf gigantesca sublimita Miltonianau*
(Johnson.)